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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
New director of entrepreneurship center named
J. Kevin McCurren has been named the new 
director for the Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation in the Seidman College of 
Business. He replaces Linda Chamberlain. 
McCurren has more than 25 years of combined 
corporate and entrepreneurial experience. His 
corporate experience includes acquisition and 
executive positions with major national health 
care providers in Louisville, Kentucky. He also 
started a medical management company, dental 
laboratory company and biotech company. 
“I am excited to serve Grand Valley and West 
Michigan as the university helps to create  
the next new business leaders through the 
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation,” 
said McCurren. “All great businesses start  
from the same place, a blank piece of paper  
and an idea. 
“Our purpose is to foster and encourage these 
ideas into companies that grow. We are  
fortunate to have a university that makes  
a true commitment to community new  
venture development.” 
McCurren most recently served as a start-up  
executive of Intervention Insights, LLC, a 
bio-informatic service in Grand Rapids. 
H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman 
College of Business, said McCurren’s recent 
experience “places him in a prime position to 
provide leadership 
for the center.”
McCurren has been 
involved in several 
angel investment 
groups and recently 
served on the 
executive committee 
of the Venture Club 
of Louisville. 
He earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees 
from the University 
of Missouri. 
Across Campus
Nursing professor 
attends White House  
conference
It’s not everyday that Jean Martin, associate 
professor of nursing, receives an invitation 
from the Office of 
First Lady Michelle 
Obama. But Martin 
immediately knew 
what to say — “yes.”
As president of the 
National Association 
of Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioners 
(NAPNAP), Martin 
was invited to a White 
House conference that 
focused on enhancing 
the wellbeing and 
psychological health of military families.
The one-day conference on March 29 included 
25 people from national primary care and 
mental health associations. Martin said she 
was one of two participants representing 
nursing in the room. “It was really an 
honor to speak for nursing,” she said.
Although Obama was not in attendance 
(the invitation was from her office), Martin 
said the meeting was productive.
“It was really about looking at 
the best practices and resources 
available for families and 
military personnel,” she said.
West Michigan troops are not supported 
by a large military base, which Martin 
said can create difficulties in trying to 
find mental health and primary care 
resources. “We’re in a unique situation 
and this meeting helped to better 
understand the military culture and 
what the service members and their 
families are going through, and what 
kind of help they may need,” she said.
Martin is ending her year as president 
of NAPNAP but will remain an 
executive officer for another term.
Prism awards presented
Grand Valley’s LGBT Faculty and Staff 
Association presented its first Prism Awards 
to three university administrators to 
recognize their support and encouragement 
to the campus’s lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community.
The awards were presented during the 
Lavender Graduation ceremony April 19. 
Shawn Bible, vice president of the LGBT FSA, 
presented the awards to President Thomas 
J. Haas; Jeanne J. Arnold, vice president 
for Inclusion and Equity; and David D. 
Smith, director of benefits and wellness.
Center presents 
pineapple awards
The Padnos International Center presented 
its annual Pineapple Awards to people in 
the campus community who advocate for 
international students and help enrich their 
experiences while they are in West Michigan.
Faculty awards were presented to Norwood 
continues on page 2
Jean Martin
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Pictured with Prism Awards are, from left, David Smith, Jeanne 
Arnold and President Thomas J. Haas.
Kevin McCurren
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The Office of Student Life would like to 
recognize the following faculty and staff for 
serving as a registered student organization 
advisor during the 2010-2011 academic year.  
Grand Valley hosts 334 registered student  
organizations with more than 255 faculty  
and staff advisors.  
Edward Aboufadel
David Adams
Majd Al-Mallah
Cheryl Anderson
Corey Anton
Natalie Armstrong
Damon Arnold
Sharalle Arnold
Todd Aschenbach
Maria Athans Landon
Kathleen Bailey
Ryan Ballinger
John Bancheri
Nathan Barrows
Kirsten Bartels
Michael Baxter
Teresa Beck
Lawrence Beery
John Bender
Daniel Bergman
Scott Berlin
Shawn Bible
John Black
Wallace Boeve
Andrew Booth
Janet Brashler
Ranelle Brew
Amber Brown
Steeve Buckridge
Michelle Burke
Erin Busscher
Kelly Campbell
David Cannon
Richard Carlton
Susan Carson
Cassonya Carter
Heather Chafin
Linda Chamberlain
Alice Chapman
Hsiao-Ping Chen
Natalie Clark
Alfred Clemo
Benjamin Cole
John Constantelos
Richard Cooley
Grace Coolidge
Lee Copenhaver
Judith Corr
Thomas Coy
Amy Crawley
Amanda Cuevas
Melissa Cunningham
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
Student Life thanks advisors
Viviano, assistant professor of art and design, and Brent Smith, 
visiting professor of liberal studies. Chase Pifer, a student, and Eric 
Vredeveld, from Fifth Third Bank in Standale, were also recognized.
Thousands of hours logged 
for service challenge 
Approximately 26,233 
hours of volunteer 
work were completed 
by 635 students, faculty 
and staff members to 
celebrate community 
involvement and 
Grand Valley’s 50th 
anniversary. 
The President’s 
50-Hour Service 
Challenge, endorsed 
by President Thomas 
J. Haas, invited 
participants to complete 
50 hours of service 
to the community. 
More than 930 
organizations were served by the campus community;  
the economic impact equaled $519,151. Total participants included 563  
students, 56 staff members and 16 faculty members.
All participants who successfully completed 50 hours of service were  
invited to a recognition ceremony on April 15. Individuals that logged  
the most hours were given awards: undergraduate student Callista Cook,  
304 hours; graduate student Kristen Cyranoski, 162 hours; WGVU  
General Manager Michael Walenta, 220 hours; and Geology Professor  
Linda Davis, 88 hours.
Last issue for semester
This marks the last printed issue of Forum for the winter semester. 
News content, including Faculty and Staff Sketches, will be published  
online during the spring/summer semester on the news website,  
GVNow, www.gvsu.edu/gvnow .
Keep up with campus news by subscribing to GVNow. Each day new  
stories are added to GVNow, subscribers will receive an email with news 
headlines and links. Visit the website and click “News Alerts”  
at the bottom of the page to subscribe. 
continued from page 1
continues on page 3
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Pictured are awardees from the President’s 50-
Hour Service Challenge; from left are Callista Cook, 
Kristen Cyranoski, Michael Walenta, Linda Davis and 
President Thomas J. Haas. 
TRIO luncheon
Photo by Amanda Pitts
College of Education students who serve as volunteers for TRIO 
Educational Talent Search and tutor in Grand Rapids Public Schools 
were among those honored during an annual luncheon April 20 at 
the DeVos Center. Santiago Zapata Jr., TRIO middle school advisor, is 
pictured at far left.
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Wind energy costs, 
benefits discussed 
at MAREC event
The economic side of producing wind energy 
in West Michigan will be discussed at an event 
at Grand Valley’s Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center. The event is part 
of the monthly Lunch and Learn Series.
“The Cost of Wind” is set for Wednesday, April 
27, at noon at MAREC, 200 Viridian Dr.  
in Muskegon
Paul Isely, associate professor and chair of 
economics, will discuss job creation, local 
energy sourcing, and will compare costs of 
wind-generated electricity with other forms 
of energy used to generate electricity. 
RSVP for the event by sending an email to 
marecinfo@gvsu.edu or calling x16910. 
Educator to be honored 
at convocation
The College of Education will honor an 
outstanding educator during its convocation 
ceremony Wednesday, April 27, from 7-9 p.m.  
at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids.
More than 225 graduates are expected to 
participate. The ceremony is a precursor to 
Grand Valley’s commencement ceremonies on 
April 30 at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids.
Sarah Toman will receive the Outstanding 
Alumni Educator Award. Toman received a 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry, education, and  
mathematics in 2002 and a master’s degree  
in instruction and curriculum with advanced  
content specialization in chemistry from  
Grand Valley in 2010.
Toman teaches at Western Michigan 
Christian High School in Muskegon. She 
was a member of the first Target Inquiry 
cohort that has given her the opportunity to 
speak at American Chemical Society national 
conferences as well as write laboratory 
activities that are now used worldwide. 
Students will learn 
about global economy  
About 250 Grand Rapids Public School 
students will learn about what drives the 
local economy and how it affects their lives 
during Student Global Awareness Day on 
May 3. The event is part of World Trade 
Week West Michigan 2011, May 2-6.
Student Global Awareness Day introduces 
students to professionals in the international 
business community and provides insight 
on career preparation and career options 
related to international business. 
The program is a partnership between Junior 
Achievement, Grand Rapids Public Schools, 
Grand Valley’s Van Andel Global Trade Center 
and World Trade Week West Michigan. 
Sponsors include Amway, Comerica Bank, 
Infinite Sum, and Supply Chain Solutions.
The event will run from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  
at the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.  
Keynote speaker Kala Gibson, senior vice  
president of Comerica Bank, will talk about 
“Preparing Yourself Today for a Successful  
Tomorrow.” 
Two $1,000 scholarships will be given to  
winners of the annual Essay Scholarship  
Contest for the best essays discussing  
an international career or a global American  
product.
What’s Ahead
Connie Dang
Sigrid Danielson
Juanita Davis
Robert Deaner
Janaan Decker
Gerald DeHondt
Danielle DeMuth
Christine Drewel
Bruce Dunne
Mindy Earley
David Elrod
Gricelda Estrada
Kristen Evans
Olumbunmi Fadase
Sandra Fernandez-Tardani
Paul Fishback
Regina Fitzpatrick
Travis Fleming
Daniel Frobish
Andrew Fry
Luke Galen
Takeelia Garrett-Lynn
Trista Geier
Patrick Gerkin
Beth Gibbs
Daniel Giedeman
Robert Gildersleeve
Christian Glupker
Daniel Golembeski
Michele Golightly
Natalia Gomez
Heather Gulgin
Dwight Hamilton
Brian Hatzel
Barbara Helms
Julie Henderleiter Aldrich
Sylvia Hernandez
Carly Hilinski
Jonathan Hodge
Charles Hogg
Jarod Holt
Barbara Hoogenboom
Kelley Hughes
David Huizen
Kristen Jack
Joseph Jacquot
Jann-Huei Jinn
Yoel Joa
Ingrid Johnson
Brian Johnson
Valerie Jones
Kari Kensinger
Christopher Kierkus
Jennifer Kierzek
David King
Jodi Koning
Jack Lane
Joshua Lee
Paul Leidig
Gisella Licari
Elena Lioubimtseva
Steven Lipnicki
Jo Ann Litton
Benjamin Lockerd
Christopher Longstreet
Jennifer Lopez
Teri Losey
Rodd Lowell
George Lundskow
Muriel Lutes
Kin Ma
Beth Macauley
Gwyn Madden Woodard
Simha Magal
Sebastian Maisel
Barry Martin
John Martin
Stephen Matchett
Patricia Matthews
Stephen Mattox
Joseph McCargar
Hugh McGuire
Figen Mekik
Jo Miller
Heather Miller
Cheol Min Jin
Wael Mokhtar
Seong-Gin Moon
Frederick Mooney
Louis Moore
Melissa Morison
Bradley Morris
Cray Mulder
Angela Munford
Paul Murphy
Halim Naeem
Kevin Neitzert
Nicholas Nelson
Jessica Noble
Erik Nordman
Charles Norris
Laudo Ogura
Leonard O’Kelly
Jamie Owen-DeSchryver
Lois Owens
James Padilla
Kelly Parker
Jessica Parker
Derek Plumb
Jennifer Pope
Sean Prentiss
Ramya Ramanath
Benjamin Rapin
Paulette Ratliff-Miller
Diane Rayor
James Reed
David Reed
John Reifel
Ross Reynolds
Russell Rhoads
Mark Richards
Peter Riemersma
Kim Roberts
Jeremy Robinson
La Chaunte Rodgers
Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier
Steven Rosales
John Rosick
Michael Roskamp
William Ryan
Christine Rydel
Michael Saldana
Samantha Schenk
Jennifer Schick
Ellen Schiller
Andrew Schlewitz
John Schmit
Nancy Schoofs
Medar Serrata
James Seufert
Ashley Shannon
Mary Sharp
Erik Simon
William Sisco
James Sizer
Catherine Skene
Curtis Smith
Reynaldo Soares
Andrew Spear
continued from page 2
continues on page 4
Student Life thanks advisors
4  FORUM  | APRIL 25, 2011
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., April 25
11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Women’s Center Fundraising 
Luncheon: “Feeding Success: GVSU 
Student Food Pantry.” 1201 KC. Call x12748 
for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Career Services 
Workshop: “Preparing for Career 
Advancement.” 1142 KC. Call x12215 for 
information. 
Tues., April 26
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m.: AP Awards Staff Luncheon. 
Grand River Room, KC. Call x13898 for 
information.
1 p.m.: Human Resources Series: “A World 
of Health: Connecting People, Place and 
Planet.” 1104 KC. 
1 p.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Seminar: “Connecting with Community in 
New Ways: Using Social Media to Expand 
Your Reach.” 230 BIK. Call x17585 for 
information. 
Wed., April 27
7:30 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Seminar: “Professional Facilitator.” 230 
BIK.
11:30 a.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Brown Bag Lunch and Learn Series. 
“Conducting Community Needs 
Assessments.” 230, Bicycle Factory. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion. 
Noon: MAREC Lunch and Learn Series: “The 
Cost of Wind.” 204 MAREC. Call x16910 
for information. 
7 p.m.: College of Education Spring 
Convocation. DeVos Place, Grand Rapids. 
Call x16230 for information.
Thurs., April 28
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
2 p.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
Seminar: “Organizational Lifecycles.” 230 
BIK. 
6 p.m.: School of Communications hosts “Sex, 
Ethics and Communication,” by Valerie 
Peterson. Call x13668 for information.
Fri., April 29
11 a.m.: Board of Trustees Meeting. EC. Call 
x12170 for more information.
Sat., April 30
10 a.m., 3 p.m.: Commencement. Van Andel 
Arena, Grand Rapids. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
commencement for information.
William Sprague
David Stark
Terry Stockton
Kate Stoetzner
Michael Stoll
Bob Stoll
Ellen Siu
Timothy Syfert
Todd Tiano
LeaAnn Tibbe
Lucia Treanor
Christian Treffz
Terry Trier
Eboni Turnbow
Kathleen Underwood
Glenn Valdez
Marene Van Farowe
Scott Vanderberg
Kathleen VanderVeen
Heather VanWormer
Daniel Vaughn
Marlena Vavrikova
Matea Vazgec 
Arjen Vreugdenhil
Bradley Wallar
Kimberley Waslawski
Laurel Westbrook
Andrea Westdorp
Sara Wheeler
Sulari White
Thomas Willey
Quincy Williams
H. James Williams
Sherie Williams
William Winchester
Roy Winegar
Laurie Witucki
Maureen Wolverton
Richard Yidana
Brooke Young
Paul Yu
Julie Yunker
Katalin Zaszlavik
John Zaugra
Gail Zemmol
continued from page 3
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In the News
John Klein, associate director of academic 
systems, was interviewed by WOOD-TV  
for a story about lost e-mail address lists  
and how they are potential risks for 
phishing scams and Internet privacy.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, was 
interviewed by Congressional Quarterly for a 
story about political agendas in Washington.
Sketches
Milt Ford, professor of liberal studies, gave 
three presentations in support of his two 
books, Philip and Playing It Straight: Gay Men 
and Heterosexual Marriage, at City University 
of New York, Canisius College in Buffalo and 
Common Language Bookstore in Ann Arbor.
Jean Barry, associate professor of nursing, 
wrote an article, “Bringing Pragmatics to the  
Implementation of Evidence-based Practice,”  
published in the Journal of Nursing 
Administration.
Ruth Ann Brintnall, associate professor 
of nursing, gave a presentation, “Engaging 
Community Partners to Improve Immunization 
Rates for Medicaid Children in an Academic  
Nurse Managed Center,” at the National  
Nursing Centers Consortium’s annual  
conference.
Linda Scott, professor of nursing, wrote a 
book chapter, “Leadership and the DNP-
Educated Nurse Executive,” published  
in Role Development for Doctoral Advanced 
Nursing Practice.   
Jan Coye, academic community liaison for 
KCON, received the Annual Nursing 
Achievement Award from the West Michigan  
Nursing Advisory Council at the 2011  
Spring Nursing Gala.
Erik Nordman, assistant professor of 
biology, received a grant from the Michigan 
Department of Energy, Labor, and 
Economic Growth for a project, “Offshore 
Wind Outreach and Education.”
News and Information Services and 
Institutional Marketing received a 
silver award from Higher Education 
Marketing for Grand Valley Commemorates 
50 Years of Shaping Lives. 
Institutional Marketing received a bronze 
award from Higher Education Marketing for 
the university catalog, and merit awards for 
Foundation Annual Report, Senior Viewbook 
and the Fall Arts Celebration materials.
